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Should We Pray For The Government?

| exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplica- L
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men;

For kings, and for all that are in authority; that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 2.
godliness and honesty.

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of
God our Saviour;

Who will have all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the truth.
(1 Timothy 2:1-4)

Ours was the first revolution in the history of
mankind that truly reversed the course of gov-

ernment, and with three little words: 'We the The American Difference
People.’

'We the People' tell the government what to
do; it doesn't tell us. 'We the People' are the
driver; the government is the car. And we de-
cide where it should go, and by what route,
and how fast.

Almost all the world's constitutions are docu-
ments in which governments tell the people
what their privileges are. Our Constitution is
a document in which 'We the People' tell the
government what it is allowed to do. 'We
thePeople' are free. This belief has been the
underlying basis for everything I've tried to do

these past 8 years. (Ronald Reagan) The Shining City On The Hill

“Wee must Consider that wee shall be as a
Citty upon a Hill, the eies of all people are
uppon us; soe that if wee shall deale falsely
with our god in this worke wee have under-
taken and soe cause him to withdrawe his
present help from us, wee shall be made a
story and a byword through the world, wee
shall open the mouthes of enemies to speake
evill of the wayes of god and all professours
for Gods sake; (John Winthrop 1630)

Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Revelations 1:5-6)




The past few days when I've been at that win-
dow upstairs, I've thought a bit of the 'shining
city upon a hill." The phrase comes from John
Winthrop, who wrote it to describe the America
he imagined.

What he imagined was important because he
was an early Pilgrim, an early freedom man.
He journeyed here on what today we'd call a
little wooden boat; and like the other Pilgrims,
he was looking for a home that would be free.

I've spoken of the shining city all my political
life, but I don't know if | ever quite communi-
cated what | saw when | said it. But in my
mind it was a tall, proud city built on rocks
stronger than oceans, windswept, God-
blessed, and teeming with people of all kinds
living in harmony and peace; a city with free
ports that hummed with commerce and cre-
ativity.

And if there had to be city walls, the walls had
doors and the doors were open to anyone with
the will and the heart to get here. That's how
| saw it, and see it still.

And how stands the city on this winter night?
More prosperous, more secure, and happier
than it was 8 years ago. But more than that:
After 200 years, two centuries, she still stands
strong and true on the granite ridge, and her
glow has held steady no matter what storm.
And she's still a beacon, still a magnet for all
who must have freedom, for all the pilgrims
from all the lost places who are hurtling
through the darkness, toward home.
(Ronald Reagan)

Pope Pius Xl said, “The American people
have a great genius for splendid and unself-
ish actions. Into the hands of America God
has placed the destinies of an afflicted man-
kind.”

How is the faithful city become an harlot! it
was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in
it; but now murderers.

Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed
with water:

Thy princes are rebellious, and companions
of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth
after rewards: they judge not the fatherless,
neither doth the cause of the widow come unto
them.

Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts,
the mighty One of Israel, Ah, I will ease me of
mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine
enemies:
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And | will turn my hand upon thee, and purely
purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin:

And | will restore thy judges as at the first, and
thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward
thou shalt be called, The city of righteousness,
the faithful city. (Isaiah 121-:26)

It is time for thee, LORD, to work: for they have
made void thy law. (Psalm 119:126)

Beware therefore, lest that come upon you,
which is spoken of in the prophets;

Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish:
for | work a work in your days, a work which ye
shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it
unto you. (Acts 13:40-41)

And | will restore thy judges as at the first...
(Isaiah 1:26)

and thy counsellors as at the beginning:
(Isaiah 1:26)

...afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righ-
teousness, the faithful city. (Isaiah 1:26)
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