Earnestly Contending For The Faith

It was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.. (Jude 1:3)
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This know also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come.

For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis-
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good,

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of plea-
sures more than lovers of God;

Having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof: from such turn away.
(2 Timothy 3:1-5)

| must work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man
can work. (John 9:4)

Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto
you of the common salvation, it was needful
for me to write unto you, and exhort you that
ye should earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints.

For there are certain men crept in unawares,
who were before of old ordained to this con-
demnation, ungodly men, turning the grace
of our God into lasciviousness, and denying
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Jude 1:3-4)

Earnest

1. Ardent in the pursuit of an object; eager to obtain; having a longing
desire; warmly engaged or incited.

2. Ardent; warm; eager; zealous; animated; importunate;
3. Intent; fixed.
4. Serious; important; that is, really intent or engaged;

To be in earnest, is to be really urging or stretching towards an object;
intent on a pursuit. Hence, from fixed attention, comes the sense of
seriousness in the pursuit, as opposed to trifling or jest. Are you in earnest

orin jest?

Why We Must Be Earnest

Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Revelations 1:5-6)




...Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as
fools, but as wise,

Redeeming the time, because the days are
evil.

Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understand-
ing what the will of the Lord is.

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is
excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
(Ephesians 5:14-18)

(Isaiah 59:1-15)

Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men; (2 Corinthians 5:11)

And hereby we do know that we know him, if
we For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to
God: or whether we be sober, itis for your cause.

For the love of Christ constraineth us;
(2 Corinthians 5:13-14)

And hope maketh not ashamed; because
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
(Romans 5:5)




Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that
are cast down, comforted us by the coming of
Titus;

And not by his coming only, but by the consola-
tion wherewith he was comforted in you, when
he told us your earnest desire, your mourning,
your fervent mind toward me; so that | rejoiced
the more. (2 Corinthians 7:6-7)

For we know that if our earthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.

For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be
clothed upon with our house which is from
heaven: (2 Corinthians 5:1-2)

But thanks be to God, which put the same
earnest care into the heart of Titus for you.
(2 Corinthians 8:16)

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at
any time we should let them slip.

For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,
and every transgression and disobedience re-
ceived a just recompence of reward;

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great sal-
vation; (Hebrews 2:1-3)

Confess your faults one to another, and pray
one for another, that ye may be healed. The ef-
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.

Elias was a man subject to like passions as we
are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not
rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space
of three years and six months.

And he prayed again, and the heaven gave
rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.
(James 5:16-18)

In What Matters Shall We Then Be Earnest?




And there appeared an angel unto him from

heaven, strengthening him.

And being in an agony he prayed more ear-

nestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops
of blood falling down to the ground.

And when he rose up from prayer, and was

come to his disciples, he found them sleeping
for sorrow,

And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and

pray, lest ye enter into temptation.

(Luke 22:43-46)

6.
But covet earnestly the best gifts:
(1 Corinthians 12:31)

7.

Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto

you of the common salvation, it was needful

for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye
should earnestly contend for the faith which was

once delivered unto the saints.

For there are certain men crept in unawares,

who were before of old ordained to this con-
demnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of
our God into lasciviousness, and denying the
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Jude 1:3-4)
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